
Fifty years ago, medical practitioners 
spent most of their working time ex-
amining and treating patients. Yes, 
there was some charting and insur-
ance billing involved, but notes were 

handwritten (often illegible) and usually very 
short with lots of abbreviations. This was a time 
when malpractice was much less of a risk and 
before the advent of managed care insurance. 
The first desktop computers weren’t introduced 
until 1981.
	 Over the past five decades, the entire health-
care environment has been turned upside down. Managed care is now 
the norm and most podiatrists use EMRs to chart patients. Insurance 
companies closely monitor billing patterns and routinely audit charts 
when they see red flags such as excessive use of a CPT code. These tech-
nological advances were supposed to improve efficiency, but as a recent 

PM News Quick Poll 
shows, the result is 
that podiatrists are 
spending less time 
with patients.
	 This results in a 
diminished level of 

patient care as well as decreased revenue. If you’re spending forty per-
cent of your time doing paperwork, it’s time to make some changes to 
your practice. Since the working time of a podiatrist should produce at 
least one to two hundred dollars an hour (or more), you should consider 
hiring a scribe or a virtual assistant to do most ministerial tasks at a frac-
tion of the cost. This goes for basic tasks such as taking or developing 
x-rays, casting for orthotics, etc. As the cliché goes, time is money, but 
you can’t buy extra time.

Respectfully Submitted,

Barry H. Block, DPM, JD
Editor-in-Chief
bblock@podiatrym.com

BY BARRY H. BLOCK, DPM, JD

The High Cost of 
Time

podiatrym.comAPRIL/MAY 2024  |  PODIATRY MANAGEMENT8

EDITORIALLY SPEAKING PODIATRY MANAGEMENT

Volume 43, Number 4

Dedicated to Practice Growth 
and Prosperity Since 1982

Scott C. Borowsky
610-645-6950

Barry H. Block, DPM, JD
718-897-9700

Hermine S. Block, MS

Stephanie Kloos Donoghue
podiatry@skloos.com

Marilyn Lewis

Marc I. Haspel, DPM

David George, DPM

David G. Armstrong, DPM
John Bergmann, DPM
Nicholas Bevilacqua, DPM
Windy Cole, DPM
G. Dock Dockery, DPM
Lynn Homisak, PRT
Jon Hultman, DPM, MBA 
Warren S. Joseph, DPM
Paul Kesselman, DPM
Jeffrey D. Lehrman, DPM
Kenneth Rehm, DPM
Doug Richie, DPM
Jeffrey Robbins, DPM
Lee Rogers, DPM
Robert J. Snyder, DPM
Stephanie Wu, DPM 

David Kagan 
Associate Publisher
215-808-0770 (m)

Marilyn Lewis
610-645-6940
podmgtbilling@gmail.com

Publisher

Editor-in-Chief

Managing Editor

Creative Director

Production Manager 

Senior Editor

Director of Continuing 
Medical Education

Consulting Editors

Advertising

Billing &
Circulation

Copyright © 2024 and published by Kane Communications, 
Inc. at P.O. Box 494, Ardsley, NY 10502 in the U.S. All rights 
reserved. No part of this periodical may be reproduced 
without the consent of Kane Communications, Inc. All ma-
terial subject to this copyright may be photocopied for 
the non-commercial purpose of scientific or educational 
advancement. Printed in U.S.A.

Send Manuscripts and Letters to: bblock@podiatrym.com

Acceptance and publication by this magazine of an adver-
tisement, news story, or product information does not imply 
endorsement or approval of the company, product, or service 
by this magazine or Kane Communications, Inc.

PODIATRY MANAGEMENT
P.O. Box 494

Ardsley, NY 10502
(610) 645-6940

E-mail: podiatrym@kanec.com
Website: 

podiatrym.com

Visit us on
 Facebook


