
The history of the advancement of po-
diatry is marked with cases in which 
we had to overcome obstacles. You 
might assume that the resistance 
came from the house of medicine 

in general and orthopedists in particular, but 
the facts prove otherwise. In 1955, a proposed 
Bylaw to change chiropody to podiatry was 
defeated. It took a late-night Parliamentary ma-
neuver in 1957 to finally get it passed. In 1981, 
many then-American Podiatry Association dele-
gates unsuccessfully voted against the inclusion 
of the word “Medical” in our national association’s name. Despite un-
founded fears, mainstream medicine essentially ignored these changes.
	 Similarly, there was opposition to mandatory requirements of one, 
two, and finally three-year podiatric residencies. Again, it was not MDs or 

orthopedists who opposed these 
advancements. Now, an historic 
resolution to allow all podiatrists 
to take the USMLE exams is sched-
uled to be considered by the AMA. 
A PM News poll shows that the 
overwhelming majority of grass-
roots supports it, yet a vocal mi-
nority is once again opposed to it.
	 This Resolution is the result of 

a white paper by the Joint Task Force of Orthopaedic and Podiatric Sur-
geons: the American Academy of Orthopaedic Surgeons (AAOS), the Ameri-
can College of Foot and Ankle Surgeons (ACFAS), the American Orthopaedic 
Foot & Ankle Society (AOFAS), and APMA. Hopefully, the will of the over-
whelming majority of podiatrists will prevail. As the philosopher George San-
tayana famously said, “those who forget the past are doomed to repeat it.”

Respectfully Submitted,

Barry H. Block, DPM, JD, Editor-in-Chief

bblock@podiatrym.com

	 PS: The issue you are holding in your hands features 
our annual multi-article “Wound Management” over-
view, beginning on page 83. You’ll read about diagnosing 
atypical wounds, diabetes and endocrinology, improving 
your wound care patient’s experience, treating plantar 
heel ulcerations, the ins and outs of wound care DME, 
and much more. Explore and enjoy!
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