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PROFILES IN EXCELLENCE 2020

By Jeanette Smith

 If you want the sharpest tool in the shed, then you call 
up Dominic Bianco. A veteran of the business since 1972, 
this precision instrument maker is getting a fresh start 

with his own podiatry tools from the 
newly formed Bianco Instruments. 
From everyday nail clippers to one-
of-a-kind surgical tools, Bianco In-
struments is committed to superior 
craftsmanship and service.
    “Everything has a method of 
working, a reason why it works that 
way and works the best that way. 
If you don’t know the little tricks 
to get it there, then you’ll never 
figure it out,” says Dominic, one 
of the last of a disappearing breed 

of precision cutlery and instrument makers. In a world 
of mass-machined goods, a hand-finished product like a 
Bianco Instrument tool feels 
like a rarity. But this level 
of hand finishing and pre-
cision is more than just an 
admirable goal, it’s a family 
tradition.
 At only nine years old, 
young Dominic started join-
ing his father in the sharp-
ening shop in Brooklyn. 
“I couldn’t even reach the 
wheel. He had to stand me 
on a box to reach,” Dom-
inic remembers. His first 
project? A simple hammer. “It took me four or five 
months and that was my first project and eventually I 
made an incredible, beautiful hammer. Believe it or not, 
that tool is still in use today.”
 Dominic’s legacy with the Brooklyn shop spanned 
decades until 2018 when he moved to Washington DC for 
his wife’s new career opportunity. Even out on his own, 
Bianco was still sought after by various companies for 
his legendary hand-finishing skills. But larger companies 
meant a demand for faster production. Months of hurried 
crafting and sharpening went by before he began to ques-
tion his new direction.
 To gain clarity, he took time off from his craft to hon-
estly think about what he was making and why. What did 
podiatrists really need in a daily use or even specialty pre-
cision tool? His answer: a quality instrument at a fair price 
with unparalleled servicing and sharpening. Enter Bianco 
Instruments—committed to quality and refusing to com-
promise on the legacy of the craft.

 “I really enjoy 
doing it. It’s what I 
know best. I know 
a lot of things, but 
when you know 
the ins and outs 
of that business, 
it’s pretty hard to 
want to do any-
thing else,” Domi-
nic says. But it isn’t 
enough to match 
h i s  p a s t  s t a n -
dards—Bianco sur-
passes them with more than just ordinary instruments. 
This is a new breed of instrumentation with superior 
hardness which brings out superior sharpness. And it’s 
all done by one man’s hands.
 “Being one guy, there’s less room for error. I’m 
making things better because I’m more focused,” says 

Dominic. Just as a pro-
duction line car can never 
match a handmade one in 
quality and performance, 
nothing beats the perfection 
achieved at Bianco Instru-
ments. Only personalized 
attention to every tool can 
accomplish the perfect bal-
ance of hardness, flexibility, 
sharpness, and durability 
needed in a daily-use po-
diatry instrument. “It took 
some time, a lot of pa-

tience, and many meetings, but I got the impossible ac-
complished,” Dominic agrees proudly.

 When it comes to getting the best nail clippers, twee-
zers, or tissue nippers in the business…
 When it comes to getting a quality product combined 
with top-notch customer service…
 When it comes to having the very best…
 Then you come to Dominic Bianco at Bianco Instru-
ments; offering the 
finest cutlery and 
instruments “made 
with love.” You 
can purchase Bian-
co’s legendary tools 
on his website, 
www.BiancoInstru-
ments.com or click 
here.

Dominic in the original Brooklyn shop.
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