EDITORIALLY SPEAKING

The High Cost of
Being Different

BY BARRY H. BLOCK, DPM, |D

recent PM News Quick Poll revealed
that over 70 percent of respondents
believe that podiatrists should be
allowed to prescribe medical mar-
ijuana. This makes perfect sense
since DPMs can already prescribe much more
potent controlled substances such as opioids.

Not only do allopathic and osteopathic phy-
sicians have the right to prescribe or refer for g
medical marijuana, in some states lesser quali-
fied providers such as physician assistants and
nurses also share this privilege.

Unfortunately, until such time that podiatrists are universally accept-
ed as physicians, we will have to fight an expensive state-by-state battle
to achieve the medical parity we have rightfully earned through our
comprehensive seven years of education and training.

The best way to objectively prove our parity is an apples-to-apples
comparison of podiatric medical students with allopathic medical stu-
dents, particularly those from foreign medical schools. A Resolution
passed by the APMA House of Delegates supports the idea that our stu-
dents should be able to sit for the same USMLE Exam as do traditional
medical students.

If our students can equal or exceed the scores of foreign medical
students, it will present a strong argument for true parity of our medical/
surgical specialty. Although the better plan is changing our degree, hav-
ing our students take the USMLE Exam is a step in the right direction.
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